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be still strong when it reached the Saale. The Emperor
came by; but as he galloped along the flank of the column
he heard none of the acclamations which were wont to-
proclaim his presence. The army was ill-content with the
little care which had been taken to secure its retreat; but
what would the troops have said if they had known, with how
little foresight the passage of the Bister had been arranged?
They had crossed it; but many of their comrades were about
to find their deaths there. We were halting at Markranstadt,
a little town three leagues from Leipzig, when we heard the
explosion of the mine; but instead of being grieved, all
rejoiced, for we doubted not that it had been fired to prevent
the passage of the enemy after all our columns were safe-
across.

During the few hoars' rest which we took at Markran-
stadt I was able to look at our squadrons in detail, and learn
the losses of the regiment in the three days' fighting. I was
horrified to find that they amounted to 149, of which sixty,
including two captains, three lieutenants, and eleven non-
commissioned officers, were killed; a terrible proportion out of
700, which had been the strength of the regiment on the
morning of the 16th. Nearly all the wounds were caused by
grape or round shot, which unhappily allowed small hope of
recovery. But my losses would, perhaps, have been two-fold
if I had not taken the precaution of keeping my regiment as
much as possible out of artillery-fire. To explain this, I may
point out that there are positions in which the most humane
general finds Mmself under the painful necessity of exposing
his men to the fire of cannon; but it also often happens that
they are exposed quite unnecessarily, especially in the case
of cavalry, who are able to move quickly from place to place.
It is just in the case of large bodies of cavalry and on great
battle-fields that precautions are most needed, but least taken.
Now on October 16, at Leipzig, General Sebastiani having
placed his three divisions between the villages of Wachau
and Liebertvolkwitz, and indicated to each divisional
commander approximately the ground which his division
should take up, it fell to that of Exelmans to be postedwho.
